IP PRAGMATICS

Patent Annuities: Republic of Korea

For over 15 years, IP Pragmatics has
confidently delivered patent and trademark
renewals that fit clients’ size, team and needs.

As a useful resource to empower offices and teams that wish to
centralise their IP renewals, in this monthly series of articles, we explain
the nuances of different country rules for patent renewal payments.
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Renewals due throughout patents lifespan

In South Korea (also known as the Republic of Korea),
patentees are required to pay the first, second and
third renewal fee at the time of grant. The fourth and
subsequent years must be paid annually and are due
on the anniversary of the grant date. In order for
IPRIS to accurately calculate Korean renewals the
grant number and date are required. This update can

be made in the IPRIS portal by updating the case status.

O Renewals are calculated in 2-steps

0 We calculate the date the renewal is due.

e We calculate and display what the renewal
year will be.

The number of claims are required to calculate the
renewal costs for Korean applications. Please provide
the number of claims when updating the patent status
in the IPRIS portal.

Fact
Patentees can pay the patent fees for several years or all
years in a lump sum.
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Top Three PCT Applicants
Source: Statistical Country Profiles - Republic of Korea
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SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS CO., LTD. LG ELECTRONICS INC. LG CHEM, LTD.

Over the past three years, Korea’s top three o Useful link
PCT applicants have been Samsung, LG

. Here is a useful link to search patents listed
Electronics Inc. and LG Chem, LTD.

in Korean Patents Database - KIPRIS.

KIPRIS

Worked example

If a patent has the grant date of 07/08/2018, the Each country rule is live and in-built within the IPRIS web

4th year renewal fee would be due on 07/08/2021. solutions (including grace period) for our clients’ to view their
patent and trademark portfolio and instruct through their

If the renewal is not paid prior to its respective due secure online portal account at any time during this term.

date, it is still possible to renew the patent during the

grace period. The grace period in Korea lasts for up Talk to us about your patent renewal needs

to 6 months and late fees are applicable in Korea. renewals@ip-pragmatics.com
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